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The Good Samaritan 


By W. M. Czamanske 


LONG the road to Jericho, 
As Christ Himself has said, 
A stranger fell among. the thieves 
Who left him there half dead. 


A priest and Levite chanced that way 
And saw the wounded lie, 

But, lest their robes should ‘be defiled, 
They quickly passed him by. 


Then came the good Samaritan, 
A neighbor true indeed, 

Who had compassion in his heart 
And felt his brother’s need. 


He went to him and bound his wounds, 
He nursed him through the night, 

And love made all his labor sweet, 
And duty a delight. 


© child of God, be merciful,” 
That Christ may say to thee: 

“Whate’er ye did to one of these, 
Ye did it unto Me.” 


rm 
Self- Judgment First 


Self-examination in the light of the 
Scriptures and with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit is a safe and wholesome exercise. 
It avoids the dangers of mere morbid 
introspection without the cleansing, heal- 
ing power of the Word. For the Bible 
does the work of a surgeon: probing, 
exposing, cutting away harmful bodies 
—all antiseptically; and then healing 
the wounds. When God, through the 
Word and the Spirit, shows us our sin, 


however repulsive and terrible it may 
be, He also shows us the remedy in 
Christ, in whom are found both for- 
giveness and new life and power. We 
too often make the mistake of observ- 
ing, and perhaps trying to correct, the 
faults in others-while we overlook our 
own. On a recent leaf of the French 
calendar, Méditations Quotidiennes, the 
passage for the day was this: “Then 
said one unto him, Lord, are there few 
that be saved? And he said unto them, 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter 
in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13:23, 
24). Then followed this thoughtful com- 
ment: “Several times in the Gospel 
we are told that the Lord did not re- 
spond directly to a general question, but 
drew the attention of those who asked 
it to themselves. ‘Others’ seem to in- 
terest us greatly and we judge them with 
almost unbelievable hastel But if we 
desire to be entirely consecrated to God, 
He teaches us first to give thought to 
our own sanctification, to our own af- 
fairs, and to our own words. We must 
walk straight in our own path, knowing 
that we shall be judged for ourselves 
and other believers for themselves; and 


even if some do have reprehensible con- 
duct, ours must be irreproachable. Let 
us continue on the way, you and I, hav- 
ing our eyes fixed on Jesus and not on 
our brethren, trying always to be a 
blessing to them and not a stumbling 
block. ‘Follow thou me,’ said the Lord 
to Peter.” It will be remembered that 
in that beautiful lakeside scene in the 
morning Peter and the Lord Jesus had 
been talking together, and the Lord had 
said to him, “Follow me” (John 21:19). 
But Peter turned about at once, looked 
at John, and said, “Lord, and what shall 
this man do?” Then it was-that the 
Lord Jesus emphasized His earlier com- 
mand, saying, “If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me.” The Apostle Paul, in giving in- 
structions for the Lord’s Supper, said, 
“For if we would judge ourselves, we 
should not be judged” (1 Cor. 11:31). 
When we do this we may avoid severe 
chastening, spare our friends much 
trouble, and know the joy of walking 
at liberty in Christ. There is great sat- 
isfaction in looking directly to the Lord 
for guidance and correction, and trusting 
Him to deal with others in righteousness 
and mercy. 


The Distant Scene 


An editorial by Edward P. McKechnie 


my wife and I stopped where we 

could look out over a broad ex- 
panse of water which I thought was the 
Atlantic Ocean. My wife assured me 
we were on the shore of a bay with the 
other side only a few miles away. “Just 
wait until the haze out there lifts and 
you'll see,” she said. 

Of course I believed what she told me, 
for I knew she had been this way before, 
while for me it was my first visit. I tried 
to imagine what the opposite shore 
would be like, but no clear vision came 
to me. All day the sun shone brightly 


Bae i Comfort ‘iin Dark Days 


“Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord” (Psa. 27:14). 


O: A vacation trip to Nova Scotia 
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on the shore, so that we were able to 
enjoy all the beauty of the country 
around us, but the distant scene across 
the water remained hidden. 

The second day was like the first. 
“When are we going to see over there?” 
I thought; and I began to be irritated 
in spite of all the sunshine we were 
enjoying. 

That night, after dark, a cool breeze 
sprang up, and while we slept every 
vestige of haze was swept from the sea. 
In the morning we looked across spar- 
kling blue water to green hills rising 
so near at hand that it seemed as if‘ 
boat could cross in a few minutes. We 
could even see cottages along the shore. 
How near they seemed and how differ- 
ent this day from yesterday! I thought 
of the hymn which begins “When the 
mists have rolled in splendor from the 
beauty of the hills,” and of Paul’s state- 
ment that “now we see through a glass, 
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darkly; but then face to face” (1 Cor. 
13:12). 

Spiritual mists are always present as 
long as we remain here on earth. God 
has ordained it to be that way; but 
Christians have the assurance that some 
day we shall see clearly, and understand 
those things which are now beyond our 
comprehension. We shall only succeed 
in making ourselves unhappy if we fret 
because we cannot grasp all truth at 
once. We are given sufficient grace for 
daily living, and our steps will be guided 
day by day if we will orily trust our 
Lord to lead’ us. 

The navigator takes his ship safely 
across the ocean, not because he can 
see the opposite shore, but because he 
can see the stars. So long as he knows 
he is going in the right direction he is 
content, for he knows that in due time 
he will reach his desired haven, 

The Lord Jesus said, “I am the way, 

- the truth, and the life.” If we can only 
see the Lord Jesus and follow Him we 


























































Further Reasons for 
Not Praying to Mary 


In this department in the issue of 
March 13 a reader wrote, “I wish some- 
one would make it clear to me why Prot- 
estants see no objection to asking others 
to pray for them (intercession), but the 
Catholics are criticized because they ask 
the Virgin Mary to intercede for them.” 
The reply pointed out that our friends 
are living on earth, while Mary is in 
Heaven; that it is unscriptural to ask for 
the intercession of saints who have died; 
that it is wrong to teach that Mary’s in- 
tercession has special power with Christ, 

A letter from a California reader, who 
has been a subscriber for many years, 
gives further light on this question, from 
the Scripture itself, and from a Roman 
Catholic work which shows the utter 
falsity of this teaching. “May I add a 
word to your answer?” asks this sub- 
scriber, and then makes the following 
comments: . 

When we pray, we do so in a man- 
ner instituted by Christ—to God in 
the name of Jesus Christ: “Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name ...” (John 16:23); and many 
other passages with the same instruc- 
tions. When our friends pray for us, 
they also pray to the Father in Jesus’ 
name—if it is according to His will. 
Prayer could only be to God, and our 
only access is through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whether we or our friends pray. 

But I have open before me “The 
Sunday Missal,” by Father Stedman, 
which, it claims, explains the Mass, 
catechism, prayers, and the like. In 
this book, authorized by the Roman 
Catholic Church, I read: 

“I believe that my salvation depends 
on Mary’s mediation, because of her 
exalted position as Mediatrix of all 
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shall be safely guided to our journey’s 
end. We need to keep close to Him lest 
the mists of doubt obscure our view of 
our Saviour and guide. If perchance 
we go astray we can call for help, and 
because we belong to Him He will come 
seeking us and will set us again in the 
way. 

If you are a Christian and find the 
way before you is shrouded in a fog of 
doubt, there is but one thing to do. Pray 


about it and put your trust in the Lord. 


He will see to it that you have enough 
clear pathway for the next step and then 
the next. It is not given to man to see 
the end from the beginning, but God sees 
it, and we can leave it in His hands, If 
He asks us to wait awhile for the mists 
to roll away, let us accept His wil, 
walking step by step in the light given 
to us. The Lord knows that we are 
human. He only asks that we be faith- 
ful and accept His leading. Then one 
day the mist will clear and we shall see 
Him face to face. 


| Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Grace and nearness to her Divine Son” 
(p, 196). 

“By thine immaculate conception, O 
Mary, make my body pure and my 
soul holy.” “My mother, keep me this 
day from mortal sin” (p. 312). 

“Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I give you my 
heart and my soul. Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, assist me in my agony .. .” 
(p. 333). 

“For and to the Holy Souls: ‘All 
your angels of Consolation, go and 
visit those patient sufferers, offer for 
them the merits of the sacred hearts of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph .. .” (p. 345). 

“Novena to sorrowful Mother: ‘O 
Mary, Mother of sorrows, I beseech 
by the bitter agony thou didst endure 


at the foot of the cross, offer.to the 


Eternal Father ...” (p. 347). 

“O glorious St. Joseph, appointed by 
the Eternal Father, as the guardian and 
protector of the life. of Jesus Christ, 
the comfort and support of His Holy 
Mother, and the instrument in His 
great design for the Redemption of 
mankind; thou who hadst the happi- 
ness of living with Jesus and Mary, 
and of dying in their arms, be moved 
with the confidence we place in thee, 
and procure for us from the Almighty, 
the particular favor which we humbly 
ask through thine intercession” (p. 
348). 

The Word of God plainly teaches, 
“For there is one God, and one media- 
tor between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim, 2:5). And John 
tells us there is one Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous (1 
John 2:1). 

From the foregoing excerpts from 
the Roman Missal, we can see that 
Mary is not only mediatrix, but prayers 
are to her, to Joseph, and to angels. 

This to me is the essential difference, 
for we believers obey the Bible ad- 
monition, “Pray one for another” (Jas. 
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5:16). But our prayers are to God 
only, in the name of the Son. And all 
our prayers as believers in that name 
only are heard by a loving Father, 
“He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us 
all things?” (Rom. 8:32.) 


we 
Saved From Suicide 


When Dr. Charles G, Trumbull first 
published his personal testimony in the 
booklet entitled “The Life That Wins,” 
he had not the remotest idea of the tre- 
mendous circulation and influence it 
would have down through the years. It 
has been published in many languages 
(though the Tres issues only the Eng- 
lish edition), and has had a circulation 
of over 915,000. He would have rejoiced 
in the testimony in the following letter. 
A sound minister in Everett, Wash., well 
known to the Editors, says of the writer: 
“He is a wonderful testimony here in 
our community and attends our own 
church quite often. Many are being in- 
fluenced toward Christ through his faith- 
ful service. Nearly every day of the 
week, rain or shine, Al can be found 
on the most prominent corner of our city 
faithfully giving out the Word of Life. 
Al does have moments of discourage- 
ment, however, and surely stands in 
need of our earnest prayers. He is a 
brother beloved and we have had good 
fellowship in prayer together.” 


A Braille printing of the address 
given by Charles G. Trumbull was 
mailed to me by a friend and it has 
been a great help to me. I would like 
to secure about fifty type-printed 
copies for distribution to people who 
will be helped by this wonderful bit 
of literature. 

In February, 1950, I was so disgusted, 
heartbroken, and deSpondent from a 
life of sin I took my .32 revolver and 
shot myself in the head in an attempt 
to end my misery. God miraculously 
spared my life that night, and four 
months later I accepted Jesus Christ 
as my Saviour. 

The bullet wound has left me totally 
blind, and this is a peculiar blessing 
in that I am forced to lean heavily 
upon our Lord in my daily walk, which 
thing I doubt that I would do [other- 
wise], being of a willful disposition. 
The reading of this address has given 
me much peace, and I do believe that 
greater results will follow from my 
work for the Master. 

At the time of this writing, I am 
twenty-seven years old and in good 
health and I serve God by giving Gos- 
pel tracts and a verbal witness to those 
people who will stop as I stand on the 
main intersection of the city of Everett, 
Wash. 

God has wonderfully blessed me in 
this work and I am privileged to speak 
to a score or more people every day, 
besides the ones who take a tract and 
walk on. There are many interesting 
ramifications from these contacts, and 


(Continued on page 445) 
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I. The Smile That Melted His Heart "5" seam 


The story of Chang-Lan-Fang, itinerant 


Chinese actor 


HANG-LAN-FANG, whom some- 
one facetiously nicknamed “Long- 
fellow,” not because he ‘was tall, 
but rather on account of his poetical 
turn of mind, was one of the most out- 
standing and remarkable Christians I’ve 
ever met. Should he still be alive he 
is around eighty, and I’m sure he is still 
living a fearless lifé for the.Lord Jesus. 
When I first met the subject of this 
narrative his mind was steeped in gross 
darkness, and he was one of the most 
evil-looking young men I had ever gazed 
upon; ignorance and superstition were 
his outstanding characteristics. When 
“Longfellow” was born the midwife gave 
him the “milk name” of “Wu-t’ou” (i.e., 
“Blackhead”) on account of his thick 
crop of jet black hair. He was born 
in a two-room house in a small village 
on the outskirts of a large city in the 
province of Shansi, N. China. 
“Blackhead” was found to be an 
“opium baby,” which means his mother 
was addicted to opium while carrying 
him under her heart before his birth. 
Well, as often as his mother inhaled the 
stupefying drug it was necessary that 
a small pellet of opium be placed under 
the tongue of the wee infant, as there 
was no other way of soothing him. ‘ So 
the wee fellow began life as an opium 
sot. 


The Search for Opium 

Quite early in life, during spring and 
summer, Chang-Lan-Fang worked in the 
paddy fields (rice plantations). During 
the autumn and winter he used to rake 
the grasslands and mountainsides for 
leaves and dry grass to be used as fuel. 
His parents could not afford to supply 
him. with opium, so of an evening he 
would sneak off to an opium den, or 
theater, or house of vice, where he was 
pretty sure to procure enough of the 
drug for the following day. But this 
was at the expense of having to be sin- 
ned against by actors and other low 
characters frequenting the. haunts of 
vice. While still quite young, Chang 
joined up with a traveling troupe of 
actors, because he was always sure of 
securing supplies of the drug which had 
already enslaved him. During the years 
Chang was an actor, he plunged into 
every possible form of sin and wicked- 
ness. 

It was in the year 1900, God, by the 
Holy Spirit, dealt with him in a very 
remarkable way. It was during the 
China Boxer upheaval, when American 
and European missionaries and for- 
eigners generally, together with Chinese 
Christians, were being persecuted, many 
of whom were beheaded or put to death 
by other equally cruel methods, 





A six-year-old boy in a wooden 
cage smiled wanly through the bars 
at Chang, and the traveling actor, 
whose mind had been so polluted 
by vice and opium, could not for- 
get it. Not long after, an old man, 
with white hair and beard, said just 
a few words to Chang about believ- 
ing in God, and that was another 
dart that went to his heart. What 
was the boy doing in the cage? Well, 
you will soon learn as you read the 
touching incident of the boy and his 
parents in this life sketch of a re- 
markable Chinese Christian, by Mr. 
Tharp, who was a missionary in 
China for many years. The story 
has had a limited circulation in pam- 
phiet form, and Mr. Tharp, who is 
now living in this country, has 
kindly given his permission for its 
reprint here. Chang’s story will be 
concluded in next week’s issue. 








The theatrical troupe happened to be 
performing at a large temple at Pao- 
ting-fu in Shansi. There were thousands 
of spectators in the temple courtyard, 
but at one point something quite un- 
usual seemed to be taking place. Chang 
had noticed this from the stage, so as 
soon as the performance was over he 
made his way to what seemed to be the 
scene of excitement. Upon arrival, to 
his amazement, he saw a foreigner with 
his wife, and little boy, aged about six 
years, in a wooden cage which was only 
large enough for one person, and Chang 
saw “men of the baser sort” prodding 
the bodies of the man and woman with 
bamboo poles. As Chang drew near to 
the cage the little boy looked up and 
gave him a wan smile. When Chang 
first told me of that experience he said, 
“That smile melted my heart.” 


Chang left the temple and found a 
man selling hard boiled eggs and wheat 
cakes, some of which he bought; then 
he returned to the temple and walked 
around the cage as if he were hugging 
it in order to get a close-up view of 
the prisoners; but he was actually feel- 
ing for the hands of the little boy into 
which he pressed the eggs and cakes 
until the little fellow had received them, 
and had been able to pass some on to 
his parents, A strange desire to be away 
from the scene laid hold of Chang, so 
that there and then he ran away from 
the temple and stage and made his way 
into the country. Next day he learned 
the foreigners were English missionaries 
and that both were beheaded outside the 
south gate of the temple. The little boy 
was~not at that time killed, but he was 
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never heard of again, although search 
was made for him for over a year when 
the Boxer rising had been quelled. 

As Chang was making his way into 
the country, a very old man, with white 
hair and shaggy beard, met and accosted 
him and said, “Young man, you ought 
to believe in the only living and true 
God,” after which the unknown witness 
for God passed on his way and out of 
Chang’s life. But the smile of the little 
boy and the exhortation of the old be- 
liever remained, ; 

A few days before, the Empress Dow- 
ager, who had fied Peking before the 
American and foreign forces, had arrived 
in Pao-ting-fu, escorted by General Ma- 
Kung-Pao. 

Chang joined General Ma’s forces and 
was posted to the artillery brigade, and 
in due time found himself in Jehol city, 
where there was a small company of 
Christians. At this time no missionaries 
had been allowed to return to China, but 
Wu-Yung-Sheng, a faithful colporteur, 
had ventured into the streets with New 
Testaments and Gospel portions. Chang, 
seeing him, wanted to know what books 
he .was selling. When told they con- 
tained the truth regarding the only living 
God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and when Chang found the books were 
low in price, he eagerly bought the four 
Gospel portions and a copy of Acts. 
When he returned to the billet where 
he was quartered, he showed the books 
to his roommates, who proceeded to take 
them apart. After making some’ paste, 
they papered the windows with the paper 
of the precious books, and urged Chang 
to go and buy more copies so that they 
might paper the ceiling, for by now 
autumn had set in and the nights were 
very cold. It might be interesting to you, 
reader, to know that the Chinese still 
have paper ceilings and paper window 
panes. Rats spoil the former and driv- 
ing rain the latter. Well, when Chang 
had supplied sufficient paper for the pur- 
pose described, they allowed him to 
keep some of the portions for himself. 


His Appeal for Instruction 


In 1904 Chang’s brigade was transfer- 
red to Pingchiien, where we were then 
living. Our first contact with Chang was 
when he approached us. at the end of a 
Gospel meeting. He said he had several 
copies of the Holy Books, but that he 
could not understand them and wanted 
to be instructed in the doctrine, so that 
he could believe in the living and true 
God; and would we give him a position, 
so that he could leave the army and 
come and live in our compound? He 
continued, “All I want is some food, and 
I will work without wages, because my 





436 


one desire,is to know the doctrine.” He 
sounded sincere, but he bore the marks 
of sin and dissipation in his countenance, 
and he spoke with a terrible Shansi dia- 
lect, which caused the Mandarin-speak- 
ing Chinese to, smile whenever they 
heard him. At the time we were badly 
in need of a cook, and yet we hesitated 
to offer him the position because Chi- 
‘nese soldiers, at any time, do not have 
a good name or reputation. He had no 
pao jen, i.., no one to guarantee him, 
yet we felt there was a true ring about 
him. We gave him the post of cook, 
but in less than two weeks we regretted 
it, for he broke practically all our dishes 
and spoiled the food he was supposed 
to cook, and we discovered, too, that 
he could not even prepare his own meals 
properly. There was no question, how- 
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ever, about his desire to understand the 
Gospel and to be able to comprehend the 
meaning of the Scriptures. 

We offered to keep Chang as a “heaver 
of wood” and carrier of water at the 
same wage we had given him as ta- 


shih-fu, which in Chinese means, “great - 


artificer,” and is the chief position among 
household servants. Therefore to be de- 
moted to the lowest position was a fear- 
ful “loss of face,” and he very natu- 
rally thought we wanted to get rid of 
him. However, we reminded him of his 
own words when he first came to us and 
assured him it was our desire to help 
him spiritually; so to show his real de- 
sire to know the way of salvation, he 
decided to remain with us. 
(To be continued) 


Xl. The Seven-Sealed Book 


Who is worthy to open it? 


S THE fifth chapter of Revelation 

opens, the deafening roar of thun- 
der from the throne seems hushed for 
some great event, suspended till the 
great question of the ages is once and 
forever settled. Every eye in Heaven 
is focused on a solitary hand. The hand 
of the occupant of that central glorious 
throne. In that hand is clasped a scroll. 
It has been securely reserved for this 
impending crisis. It is written within 
and on the backside, not left to the 
changing conditions of time or fortunes 
of war. “It is written”’—what words of 
comfort and assurance in days like those 
that are upon us! The book is a scroll, 
one side may show the description of 
the property or kingdom to be redeemed, 
the other the names of the witnesses 
that are concerned in the transaction 
(Jer. 32; Ruth 4), 

The book is sealed, Seals speak of secur- 
ity, privacy, ownership. No man can break 
what God seals. Its contents are safe. 
The seer is startled as the challenge is 
heard. This challenge brings a crisis; it 
changes Heaven into a place of diffi- 
culty and bitter tears. How strange no 
one could meet this challenge! No man 
in Heaven, yet millions of men will be 
there—great men of the past—Moses, 
Elijah, Isaiah, David, prophets and kings 
of all ages. Peter, Paul, and saints of 
all ages will be there. Yet none will 
dare claim this scroll, the title deed to a 
lost inheritance awaiting a Redeemer. 
No man on earth, although on earth 
there will be antichrists, kings, beasts, 
dictators galore, yet hone will dare to 
claim. the scroll, for they have no means 
of redemption. The price is beyond 
what they can pay. No man in hell—no 
Nero or Alexander, no Caesar or any 
other fallen monarch or potentate will 
dare to lift up his covetous eyes from 
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the caverns of that prison house, and 
claim from a righteous God the world 
sovereignty they once held fast. 

The saddening sight is too much for 
the seer. He cries out in heart-break- 
ing sorrow. Bitter tears flow down his 
cheeks, : 

But behold, someone is approaching 
the weeping John. Someone has seen 
his distress, and now goes forward to 
cheer his heart and dry his falling tears. 
Heaven is always so interested in broken 
hearts. Do not despair, weeping saint 
of God! The occupation of Heaven is to 
heal wounds that earth cannot heal. 

Who does John hear? It is one who 
understands, one whose heart on earth 
went through similar experiences—an 
elder, not one of the cherubim; not an 
angel, but a subject of redemption. 
What is his message? 

“Don’t weep any more, John. Dry 
your eyes and stop those falling tears. 
Let not your heart be troubled, the 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday’ School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 














crisis is past. See that glorious One, 
the Lion of the Tribe of Juda.” 

John lifted his eyes and there stood 
a Lamb as newly or freshly slain. Cal- 
vary will never grow worn out or com- 
monplace to redeemed hearts, as eternal 
years roll by. When we find our hearts 
here on earth getting cold to that 
wounded Lamb of Calvary, then beware. 
In Heaven, Calvary shines in eternal 
freshness. As the Lamb He is known 
from now on through the Apocalypse. It 
is our Lord seen in His sacrificial glory. 
The glory of redemption. 

As the Lion He is the coming King 
of the royal line of David. As the Root, 
He is David’s Creator and Lord. As the 
Branch, He comes from David’s seed in 
His incarnation (Matt. 1), His name, the 
Lion, referring to the king of beasts, 
tells of the varied aspects of His Ma- 
jesty and of His irresistible advance to 
conquer His foes. Both symbolic names 
are mentioned here, and what food for 
thought and meditation do they bring. 
The lion in all its power and majesty, 
the lamb symbol of meéekness, inno- 
cence, sacrifice, humbleness, weakness. 

As the “Lion of the tribe of Juda” He 
hath prevailed. He is the powerful Con- 
queror coming now to lay claim to His 
royal throne, and to be invested with 
the rights and privileges of redemption. 
As the glorified Lamb, He has paid the 
stupendous price of redemption in drops 
of His own precious redeeming blood. 
The scroll belongs to Him and Him alone. 
Jesus as Redeemer has paid the awful 
price and is proclaimed worthy. 

He is worthy because of personal 
worthiness. No sin was ever found in 
Him. No sinful nature ever disturbed 
His pure and holy and spotless soul. He 
always walked in His Father’s will, and 
never once caused that Holy Father 2 
needless heartache. 

He is worthy because of the right of 
creation. His almighty. hand brought 
forth these wonders of the universe, and 
at the dawn of time worlds of magnitude 
beyond all understanding and stars in 
creative glory in numbers unknowable 
to the wisest astronomer formed a starry 
and glorious robe of Christ as Lord of 
all creation (Heb. 1). 

He is worthy by the right of promise 
(Psa. 2). This earth has been promised 
Him for ages. It is now to be given 
into His hand. The cavils and fierce 
opposition of His enemies have been 
ignored. 

He is worthy because of the right of 
descent. He is David’s “greater son.” 
This is the great theme of Peter’s Pen- 
tecostal sermon (Acts 2:25-30). 

He is worthy because of the right of 
covenant. God has promised to those 


who keep His Law untold blessings. Our 
Lord kept the Law and made it honor- 
able. In it He daily found His delight. 
His every word and deed expressed, in 
absolute holiness, the nature and char- 
acter of God (Heb. 10:7-9), 

He is worthy because of the right of re- 
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lationship. He is the only begotten Son. 

As such, He is the heir to the inheri- 
tance. As such, the Father will give all 
things into His hand (Heb 1:2). 

The song of the redeemed (v. 9) re- 
veals something even more glorious and 
grander than all these. The Lamb is 
worthy because He was slain on Calvary. 
In that brutal slaying, He has paid the 
awful price demanded for complete re- 
demption, His own most precious blood. 
The Kinsman-Redeemer has fully satis- 
fied all the claims of the Law and the 
demands of justice, and the highest 
court in the universe now declares that 
He alone is worthy because of Calvary. 
Worthy because of His obedience in 
death, He now ascends the golden path 
to the Father’s throne. The scroll is 
His by right. 

Some day our eyes will feast upon 
this majestic sight; with awe and rap- 
ture we shall behold our Beloved going 
to that throne, and the coronation of 
our Lord will take place. As the hosts 
of Heaven stand awed and silent, Christ 
Jesus is invested with the sovereignty 
of God, and on Him are conferred all 
the rights of the Kingdom. The won- 
dering hosts of Glory can remain silent 
no longer, from every heart leaps forth 
the cry of adoration, and down they fall 
prostrate before the Monarch of redeem- 
ing glory. As redeemed they sing, as 
kings they praise, as priests they wor- 
ship that blessed Lamb, excellent in the 
glory of His atonement, 

Scarcely have the paeans of adoration 
from the redeemed ceased when the 
hosts of angels begin to sing their praise 
(v. 12). What vast numbers of these 
glorious beings will be witnessing this 
coronation sight! They witnessed the 
mock coronation of their Lord in Pilate’s 
hall. Startled and alarmed, they waited 
for His command to avenge, but never 
came that word, their swords remained 
undrawn. How gladdened those sinless 
beings will be when they gaze upon 
their Lord as He is awarded the rights 
of redemption! True, they cannot sing 
as those who have been redeemed, for 
these angels have never fallen. Because 
of this they are in the outer circle, they 
are not so near to God as redeemed sin- 
ners. Oh, the mystery of God’s grace! 
They know what justice is, what law 
and righteousness are, what holiness and 
judgment are, but mercy and forgiving 
grace they, in their sinless state, have 
never experienced. They were never 
lost.. They never knew what sin was, 
So redemption is an unknown experi- 
ence to them. God did not redeem the 
angels that sinned, but shut them up 
in fetters of everlasting darkness and 
despair. In the acclamation of His 
worthiness the angels acknowledge the 
Lamb as worthy of a sevenfold honor. 
Angels appreciate the matchless worth 
of the outcast of Calvary. 

And now universal worship is heard 
from every creature in three spheres 
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(v. 13).. Heaven, earth, and the under- 
world join now in one great act of 
adoration to the occupant of the throne 
and to the Lamb. They are now linked 
together in worship by the creatures 
who must now acknowledge the worthi- 
ness of the Father and the Son. They 
ascribe a fourfold glory, four being the 
number of earth. You will notice that 
through the Lord Jesus the Father re- 
ceives His worship (v. 13). This has 
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always been and ever will be, and only 
through our precious Lord does the 
Father receive His highest glory in crea- 
tion, redemption, and glory. 

Thus will the coronation of our Lord 
Jesus become an accomplished fact. 
From now on in the Book of Revelation 
we shall see what this will mean to His 
Church, to Christendom, and to the 
world. 





(To be continued) 


Object Lessons With “Real’’ Objects 


Securing interest and attention with planning and reasonable effort 


HE Beginner teacher, who was deft 

in art work, had just completed the 
little “church” she had made for her 
room. There were “real windows” of 
cellophanelike material, a real metal bell 
in the steeple, and she had finished. the 
model church in imitation “stucco,” 
made from a salt and flour base, that 
actually looked like’ their own church 
building. 

Then, knowing her pupils, she also 
knew that the lesson, “What a Church 
Stands For,” would draw little attention 
until the model had been “inspected” by 
the small girls and boys. So she lined 
them up, and allowed each pupil in his 
turn to look at the church and carefully 
examine it with his fingers! Then they 
were ready to listen to the lesson in 
relation to the “authentic object” she 
was displaying. And they did listen, be- 
cause the little “churgh” made every- 
thing so real to them! 

This teacher’s method of teaching with 
real things keeps her pupils so enthusi- 
astic about Sunday schoo] that their 
parents and friends hear often about it 
—and the class number steadily in- 
creases. In fact, her “authentic” illus- 
trations have been so successful that all 
the Primary grades, through the Inter- 
mediates, are now adopting her idea. 

Using real things does not mean that 
the teacher not gifted with artist’s fin- 
gers must be left out. Many things 
may be bought at the local notions store; 
most things are simple to make, and, as 
the idea is adapted, more ways of using 
it present themselves. 

For instance, supposing one decides to 
make a scene of Bethlehem and add ob- 
jects to it each Sunday. (Pupils may be 
allowed to contribute, too.) A miniature 
well may be bought, and a cart with 
wheels that roll, a donkey, whose cloth 
body feels like skin, a woolly sheep, a 
small pitcher, such as was used for water 
then. Use real materials to dress dolls 
in Bible day costume; scraps of awnings 
make tents, and twigs from trees the 
tent poles. (If linen is too expensive 
to use for some of the clothing, small 
pieces may be shown and passed from 
hand to hand, while the teacher explains 
how it was made from flax. Or a pupil 
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may be assigned to tell the “linen story” 
in the older grades.) Trees may be 
actual cedar twigs anchored in clay. 

Other plants, as they are available, may 
be used, too. Perhaps some plants as 
mentioned in the Bible grow in our 
own country—grapes, sycamore leaves, 
grasses, garlic, and leeks. Other herbs 
may be shown; figs, though they are 
familiar, take on a different tone when 
actually displayed as an illustration of 
the Sunday school story. 

Then, when studying Christ’s talks, 
sermons, parables, show the meaning 
with real things—a blooming tree branch 
for “I am the vine, ye are the branches” 
explains that the twigs (we, the dis- 
ciples) cannot bear fruit unless we are 
fed through the strength of the vine 
itself (Christ). “Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die .. .” may 
be illustrated by planting a grain in a 
small pot long enough in advance of the 
lesson in which it will be used, so that 
on that Sunday it will be sprouted. Then 
show it with its “brother,” a dry, un- 
planted grain, which, not having died 
out itself, cannot sprout and bear fruit. 

Yes, it takes study, effort, careful plan- 
ning to illustrate with authentic objects. 
It takes prayer, study of the pupils’ age- 
group, sometimes even pupil-tempera- 
ment, to determine just what will be 
likely to appeal to them. But it pays 
off in pupil-attendance and pupil-inter- 
est. It makes Sunday something to be 
looked forward to, instead of a duty, as 
some may have looked at it. 

Then, as enthusiasm mounts, as inter- 
est grows, who knows how much sooner 
these same pupils, taught with real 
things may accept Christ as real—not 
merely in their minds, but ‘actually in 
their hearts. 


CINCINNATI, 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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International Unifornr Lesson 





LESSON 10. JUNE 6. AMOS CONDEMNS SOCIAL INJUSTICE 


2 Kings 14:23-29, Amos 7 and 8; printed text, Amos 7:10-17, 8:4-8a 
Golden Text.—Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the Ged of hosts, shall be with you—Amos 5:14 


Tue KinGc JAMES VERSION 

Amos 7:10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to 
Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against 
thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able 
to bear all his words. 

11 For thus Amos saith, Jerobodm shall die by the sword, 
and Israel shali surely be led away captive out of their own 
land. 

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee 
thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and 
prophesy there: 

13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is 
the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herd- 
man, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 

15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lorp said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

16 Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lorp: Thou 
sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word 


17 Therefore thus saith the Lorp; Thy wife shall be an 
harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fal] 
by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and 
thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go 
into captivity forth of his land. 

Chap. 8:4 Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even 
to make the poor of the land to fail, 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may 
sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, 
making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying 
the balances by deceit? 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for 
a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 

7 The Lorp hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely 
I will never forget any of their works. 

8 Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn 
that dwelleth therein? 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


against the house of Isaac, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ERE are several features about 
the ministry of Amos that ought to 
be noted. 

First, there is the man himself. As he 
tells us in our lesson portion (7:14), he 
was not a prophet by choice or profes- 
sion, nor did he have training for the 
sacred office in the school af the 
prophets. He had followed the simple 
occupations of the shepherd and the 
dresser of sycomore trees, and was sud- 
denly called of God to the prophetic 
ministry. Necessity was laid upon him, 
as upon Paul, though their messages 
differed. 

A second item of interest is that a 
Judean was chosen to deliver the word 
of the Lord in the northern kingdom. 
In the beginning of Israel’s apostasy, a 
man of God from Judah had gone north 
to denounce the idolatrous altar at 
Bethel (1 Kings 13:1-10), but since then 
Israel’s prophets had been from the 
northern tribes. Now Amos was sum- 
moned from Tekoa, south of Bethlehem, 
the home of the wise woman who acted 
as mediator for Absalom (2 Sam. 14:2). 

The time of Amos’s prophecy was re- 
markable in view of its content. Both 
Israel (under Jeroboam II) and Judah 
(under Uzziah), had forged ahead and 
were enjoying considerable prosperity. 
Militarily they were both strong and 
seemingly secure. To proclaim judg- 
ment, defeat, and captivity in such a sit- 


uation seemed fantastic, but the man of 
God saw the weakness in the structure 
of a nation honeycombed with iniquity. 
The end of Israel as a kingdom was in 
sight, and the warning signals were out 
for Judah. 

Old Testament chronology is fraught 
with many difficulties, but we are safe 
in placing the ministry of Amos in the 
eighth century B.C., probably about the 
middle of it. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 7:10.—“Then Amaziah . . . sent 
to Jeroboam . , . saying, Amos hath con- 
spired against thee .. .” Bethel was the 
religious capital of the northern king- 
dom, so Amaziah was a prominent man 
in the realm. He was not, however, of 
the tribe of Levi. See 1 Kings 12:31. 
Notice how he turned the prophecy of 
Amos into a political offense. 

Verse 11.—“For thus Amos saith, Jero- 
boam shall die by the sword, and Israel 
... led away captive...” The first part 
of Amaziah’s statement was false, the 
second true, only he did not add the 
reasons given by the prophet for the 
coming captivity. 

Verse 12—“O thou seer, go. , . into 
. . . Judah, and there eat bread, and 
prophesy there.” See how Amaziah re- 
gards Amos as a professional, seeking 
his livelihood by prophesying, and one 
who is certain to seek safer quarters 
when danger looms. His concern for 
the prophet’s safety is, of course, hypo- 
critical. 

Verse 13—“But prophesy not again 


any more at Beth-el...” The “offense” 
was all the greater that it was commit- 
ted at the center of false worship, sup- 
ported and frequented by the king. Ap- 
parently Jeroboam held court in Bethel 
when he came to worship there. 

Verse 14—“I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son . . . an herdman, 
and a gatherer of sycomore fruit.” 
Notice the humility and sincerity of 
Amos’s answer. “A _ prophet’s son” 
doubtless signifies the same as the phrase 
“sons of the prophets” (2 Kings 6:1, 
and the like). Amos had no training 
in the prophetic schools of his day. The 
sycomore bore several crops of fruit 
each year, so dressing it was more than 
a seasonal occupation. 

Verse 15.—“. . . and the Lord said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel.” The ordination of Amos was 
direct, from the Lord Himself, and the 
commission was especially to Israel, still 
“my people” though wandered. far. 

Verse 16.—“Now therefore hear thou 
the word of the Lord . . .” Interference 
with the work of a prophet of God is 
serious business. Here it brought upon 
Amaziah a terrible judgment. 

Verse 17.—“Thy wife shall be an 


harlot ... thy sons and thy daughters 
shall fall by the sword... thy land 
shall be divided . . . thou shalt die in 


a polluted land...” The harlotry of 
Amaziah’s wife was probably forced, in 
connection with the coming invasion. 
The priest’s personal estate was to be 
divided among strangers. An “unclean” 
land was a foreign land, 
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Chap. 8:4—“. . . ye that swallow up 
the needy . . .” Oppression of the poor 
was one big mark of the corruption of 
the national life of Israel, 


Verse 5.—‘When will the new moon 
be gone, that we may sell . . . making 
the ephah small, and the shekel great 
...” Religious festivals were regarded 
as an unwelcome interference with com- 
merce, while the tools of commerce (the 
ephah for measuring out grain, and the 
shekel, the basic medium of exchange) 
were falsified in favor of the merchant 
and to the disadvantage of the con- 
sumer. See Proverbs 20:10. 

Verse 6.—“. . . buy the poor for silver 

. . and sell the refuse of the wheat?” 
The oppression went so far as to force 
the poor to become slaves to secure the 
bare necessities. The waste of the wheat 
was marketed for those who could not 
pay the price for good grain. 

Verse 7.—“.. . Surely I will never for- 
get any of their works.” The “excel- 
lency of Jacob” is the Lord Himself, whe 
swears by Himself (Gen. 22:16; Heb. 
6:13). 

Verse 8.—“Shall not the land tremble 
for this... ?” God was marking iniquity. 
Who, then, should stand? (Psa. 130:3.) 
The die was now cast for Israel. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In our two lesson portions we have a 
glimpse first of the religious life of Is- 
rael in the days of Amos, and then of 
the commercial life. In both spheres 
we see how far tht nation had gone from 
the will of God. 

Bethel was one of the two centers 
at which Jeroboam I had erected a 
golden calf (the other was Dan) to rep- 
resent Jehovah, the God of Israel, con- 
trary to the Second Commandment. The 
town had quickly become the religious 
capital of the northern kingdom. The 
new national religion required a priest- 
hood, which was supplied, not from the 
tribe of Levi, who attended the house 
of God in Jerusalem, but from the com- 
mon people. Amaziah, then, was the 
chief of this illegitimate priesthood in 
the days of Jeroboam II. In those days 
of national prosperity, such a position 
was truly enviable from the worldly 
view of things. 

To this center of the corrupted na- 
tional religion came Amos from the 
southland with his denunciations of Is- 
rael’s sins and his pronouncements of 
impending doom. To the worldly minded 
Amaziah it was an unwelcome intrusion, 
and, as in most cases of religious intoler- 
ance and persecution, he set it in a polit- 
ical light, accusing the prophet of fo- 
menting a conspiracy against the king. 
With mock concern for the prophet’s 
safety, he urged him to return to Judah, 
where he might engage his prophetic 
office in greater security. Since he him- 
self was a mere hireling, he could net 
think of others having loftier motives 
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in the ministry. But he was to discover 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. (6) May 30.—Elisha Reveals Spir- 
itual Resources ...2 Kings 4:8-37; 6:8-23 
Next Week's Lesson 


11. (8) June 13.—Amos Denounces In- 
temperance. (Temperance.) 
Amos 2:6-12; 4:1, 2; 6 








that Amos was made of different stuff, 
and also he was to learn that interfer- 
ence with the word of God was fool- 
hardy and costly, involving himself, his 
wife, his daughters, his estate, while 
the oracle against the nation stood irrev- 
ocable (7:17). 

While the religious life of the nation 
was corrupt, and directed by hirelings, 
the conduct of commerce was marked 
by the most unethical and unscrupulous 
dealings. The rich merchant gave short 
measure and secured large payment by 
“fixing” his weights and measures. The 
poor among the people were forced into 
slavery as a last resort to secure the bare 
necessities of life, and none cared. Such 
oppression was contrary to the Law 
(Lev. 25:39-43), and marked the sin of 
Israel as beyond cure. Despite apparent 
prosperity and security, the day was fast 
approaching when the whole national 
structure would crumble. God's instru- 
ment, the Assyrian, was already being 
prepared. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A false priesthood rebuked (7:10-17) 

2. An oppressive commerce denounced 
(8: 4-8) 


Topics for Development 

Opposing God’s Word. In our lesson 
we are told of Amaziah’s interference 
with God’s messenger, Amos, and his 
message, and of the dire judgments pro- 
nounced upon him—and certainly carried 
out. There are other examples of the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE did Amos come from? 
2. What other notable personage 
came from the home town of Amos? 

3. What was Amos’s occupation? 

4. What induced Amos to take up the 
work of a prophet? 

5. In the days of what kings did Amos 
prophesy? 

6. What conditions prevailed in Israel 
iri the days of Amos?_ 

7. What position did Amaziah occupy 
in the kingdom of Israel? 

8. What accusation did Amaziah bring 
against Amos? 

9. What judgment came upon Amaziah 
for interfering with the prophet’s testi- 
mony? 

10. What nation was God preparing to 
inflict the judgment on apostate Israel? 
(Answers on page 444) 
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same thing in Scripture, which are a 
solemn warning to those who seek to 
meddle with the going forth of the 
Word of God. When Zedekiah stood up 
against Micaiah, loudly and violently 
protesting the true prophet’s testimony, 
he was quietly told that the day would 
come when he would seek hiding in an 
inner chamber (1 Kings 22:25). In the 
same way Hananiah contradicted the 
prophecies of Jeremiah concerning Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s capture of Jerusalem and 
the length of the captivity of Judah, 
forcibly breaking the wooden yoke which 
Jeremiah wore as a sign of his message 
from God. Asa result, he diéd that same 
year, according to the word of Jeremiah 
(Jer. 28:15-17). In the New Testament 
we have the story of Elymas the Jewish 
sorcerer interfering with Paul’s testi- 
mony to Sergius Paulus, with the result 
that he was stricken with blindness 
(Acts 13:8-11). Men are only preparing 
destruction for themselves when they 
seek to hinder the testimony of God. 
Persecufion. We have noticed that 
when Amaziah wanted to silence Amos, 
he did not charge him with a religious 
offense, but with a political offense. The 
accusation was not that he spoke the 
word of the Lord, but that he was con- 
spiring against the king. That is the 
very genius of persecution. The chief 
priests and scribes of Israel wanted to 
destroy Jesus on religious grounds, be- 
cause He claimed to be the Son of God 
(Matt. 26:63-66), but when they deliv- 
ered Him up to Pilate, their charge was 
political (John 19:12, 15). He was con- 
spiring against Caesar! The Romanist 
persecutions have been conducted on the 
Same principle. While the official state- 
ments of the Roman church sanction the 
destruction of heretics as such, a politi- 
cal cover is generally sought, and the 
case so ordered that the civil powers do 
the work for the church. I speak of this 
in chapter 8 of my book, “The Bible and 
the Roman Church” (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; 35 cents). The same holds true 
of Communist pressure against the Chris- 
tians in China. No one is accused in 
court of being a Christian. He is charged 
with failure to co-operate with the gov- 
ernment. The religious liberty so loudly 
acclaimed has definite limitations. 


Practical Applications 

It is good to be recognized by our 
brethren, but the true ordination is “the 
ordination of the pierced hands.” 

Get all the schooling you can, but re- 
member that it takes more than school- 
ing to make a prophet of God. 

Better an unlettered rustic with a mes- 
sage from God than a finished scholar 
with only a human philosophy. 

Better a persecuted preacher of the 
truth than a coddled court preacher 
without a message. 

When a nation turns from the truth of 
God, it soon abandons standards of right- 
eousness and justice. 





. 
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When equity goes, the foundations are 
already crumbling. 
Golden Text 

Amos 5:14.—“Seek good . . . that ye 
may live: and so the Lord .. . shall be 
with you.” The presence of the Lord 
means more than vast armies and great 
wealth. These are inadequate protec- 
tion, but the Lord in the midst makes 
a people invincible. 

ELMBUvRST, Int. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Come, Ye That Love the Lord” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we turn to Thy 
Word today, grateful that we have it to 
guide us into Thy ways. Give us under- 
standing of its truth and readiness to 
obey its teaching. May we learn to love 
Thee with all our heart, and our neigh- 
bor as we love ourselves. Forgive the 
selfish things in our lives, and make us 
like our Lord who pleased not Himself 
but ever sought Thy glory and others’ 
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good. Make us glad with the joy of the 
Lord, and alert to see and use the oppor- 
tunities to do good each day brings. Re- 
vive our love to Thee, revive our church 
and Thy people everywhere. Restrain 
the powers of sin and darkness, prosper 
the spread of the Gospel in-all the earth, 
comfort the sad, the needy, and the af- 
flicted, and bring in the triumph of Thy 
Kingdom, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When our Lord 
was aSked what was the greatest com- 
mandment, He replied, “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” 
then went on to say that the second 
commandment in importance is to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. Today’s les- 
son shows us people breaking both thése 
commandments. Amos pictures the rich 
of his ‘time as saying, “When will. the 
new moon be gone, that we may Sell 
corn? and the sabbath, that we may set 
forth wheat?” Such people had no heart 
for God. The Sabbath to them was 
something to get over as soon as pos- 
sible to get back to business and its 
gains. People who love God love His 
day and like to use it to praise the Lord 
and get to know Him better. People 
with no love for God are not likely to 
have much concern for the good of their 
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fellows. These greedy folk who were 
so impatient for the Sabbath to end and 
get on with their money-making were 
‘getting their gains by dishonesty, giving 
underweight, and making overcharge. 
They. neither loved God nor their neigh- 
bor, and so they thought nothing of 
cheating and oppressing the poor. 
‘Sometimes people who never enter 
church, never read the Bible or pray 
will say, “The Golden Rule is all the 
religion I need.” They mean it doesn’t 


THERE THere LOVE OF wa MAN ~ DIES 


matter how they neglect God as long as 
they do to others what they would have 
others do to them. But God says the 
first commandment is to love Him, and 
where men fail there, what hope can there 
be of their loving their neighbor? Those 
who easily disregard the claims of God 
can as easily disregard the claims of 
their neighbor. What we all need is 
Christ in our hearts that we may truly 
love the Lord and love our fellows. 


Caucary, ALTA., CaN. 
we 














The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Amos hath conspired against thee 
-. -” (Amos 7:10).—Amaziah was the 
chief priest to the golden calf at Bethel. 
He was greatly alarmed’over the coming 
of Amos from the land of Judah into 
his territory. One can almost hear him 
asking Amos what right he had to leave 
his country and come into this country 
to berate its ruler and citizens for their 
manner of living. 

Missionaries who have gone from this 
country to foreign lands have been asked 
the same question. The question sounds 
familiar to workers in the homeland also. 
Upon entering a certain town in Iowa 
for special services, I was waited upon 
and asked what right I had to come, 
without securing permission from the 
ministerial association! 

The matter and method of Amos’s 
preaching did not please the false priest. 
Amos did not preach smooth things. His 
message was one of judgment because 
of the heinous sins of the people; but he 
certainly did not conspire against the 
king, as Amaziah charged. With the 
solemn fear of God in his heart, Amos 
sought to persuade men. He feared not 
to speak on any subject, 

A noted young preacher was faced 
with the demand ofa prominent member 
of the church to put the soft pedal on 
a certain subject. He was told if he 
did not keep quiet, he would-lose six 
of his most prominent members. He an- 
swered, “Give me their names now, 
please, that I may give them their letters 
at once.” He rightly judged that per- 
sons- who would place an embargo on 
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his lips were better out of, than in, the 
church. 

“O thou seer, go, flee thee away into 
the land of Judah” (Amos 7:12).—Even 
though the false priest had misrepre- 
sented and misquoted Amos to Jeroboam 
II, implying that he was a traitor and a 
seditionist, the king did nothing against 
Amos. Amaziah then took matters in 
his own hands and ordered him to go 
back to Judah» He contemptuously 
called him a “seer,” because of his 
visions—in which Amaziah placed no 
faith whatever. And when he told Amos 
to flee to Judah, he added the biting 
words, “and there eat bread, and proph- 
esy there.” The implication was that 
Amos was an hireling like himself; and 
that he was prophesying for money. (See 
Ezek. 13:19.) , 

A certain man who is in the Lord’s 
service on faith lines was accused of 
preaching “for what’s in it.” He calmly 
asked his accuser, “Have I ever received 
a dime of yours?” The answer was, “In- 
deed not!” “Then,” asked the preacher, 
“what right have you so to charge me?” 
The accuser was silenced. 

However, one must admit that some- 
times the accusers have grounds for their 
charges, for there have been preachers 
who said they heard the call of God 
from places offering them more money, 
and better living quarters. Amos did 
not have that type of character. 

“I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son .. .” (Amos 7:14).—Here, 
Amos made it crystal clear that he was 
not a professional prophet. There were 
schools for prophets’ sons, but Amos 
was not even the son of a prophet. He 
was a herdsman, and a gatherer of syco- 
more fruit—a species of wild figs. The 
Hebrew for “herdman” includes the 
meaning “shepherd” (Fausset). In the 
role of a shepherd, Amos was a type 
of the Good, Great, and Chief Shepherd, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Amos did not 
give his life for his sheep, but the Lord 
Jesus did (John 10:11). 

“And the Lord took me as I followed 
the flock .. .” (Amos 7:15).—It is just 
like the Lord to call one in humble cir- 
cumstances (1 Cor. 1:26-31). David was 
taken from following the sheep, to be 
ruler over Israel (2 Sam. 7:8). 

A preacher said, “The God who passed 
by the seven manly sons of Jesse, and 
chose for royal honors the ruddy-faced 
boy braught in haste from the sheepfold, 
puzzles us as much as He did David's 
father by His singular method of selec- 
tion.” 

What was said by another famous 
preacher about a celebrated evangelist 
may be said of nearly all the men that 
God.honors, “I do not doubt that God 
blesses his work, but I cannot see why.” 

However, a clue is given us in the 
words, “that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us.” R. G. 
LeTourneau often says to his audiences, 
“I am not,a preacher; I am a mechanic!” 


“Hear this, O ye that swallow up the 
needy ...” (Amos 8:4).—Amos proph- 
esied at a time when Israel was enjoying 
a period of worldly prosperity such as 
hed -not been enjoyed since the palmy 
days of King Solomon. This prosperity 
produced a laxness of morals. Israel’s 
sins included “frivolity and corruption, 
opulence and oppression, summer and 
winter palaces, ivory couches, songs of 
revelry and wine, and also a victimizing 
of the poor, confiscating their garments 
for debt, unbridled licentiousness even 
under thé cloak of religion, hypocritical 
tithing, and hollow Sabbath observance” 
(Robinson). 

These were the sins for which judg- 
ment was to fall on king, priest, and 
people. The Lord said, “Surely I will 
never forget any of their works.” 

Social injustice prevails in many lands 
today. Reader’s Digest (June, 52) con- 
tains a condensation from the book, 
“Conquest by Terror,” by Leland Stowe, 
a Pulitzer Prize winner. The Soviet 
plans for the captive countries leave 
each individual at the mercy of the state 
for every bit of food. There is in opera- 
tion a rigid rationing system which leaves 
at best little food for the satellite peo- 
ples, while much is exported to Russia. 
But worst of all is the plight of some 
eight to ten million people who are 
marked for systematic liquidation and 
who are barred from all ration privi- 
leges. What the Lord said to Israel, He 
is saying to all oppressors of the poor 
and needy: “Surely I will never forget 
any of their works.” 


Wawona, CALir. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this lesson and the next 

bring to us Amos, one of the minor 
prophets, a holy man of God, a man of 
superb faith and courage, who did not 
fail to denounce the sins and idolatry 
of Israel. His mission was during the 
reign of Jeroboam II, at a time when the 
kingdom of Israel was at the height of 
its prosperity and dominated surround- 
ing nations. It required great courage 
and great faith to predict the downfall 
of such wealth and power, but Amos 
was true to the vision that God had 
given to him, and sure enough all his 
prophecies were fulfilled. Israel was 
subjugated and the people were inglori- 
ously humiliated and carried away cap- 
tive to Babylon. 

Amos came from a humble family in 
Judah. He was a herdsman, and also 
found employment gathering figs and 
dressing the trees on which they grew. 
We are not told how he received his 
“commission” from the Lord to prophesy, 
, but he took it seriously enough to go 
into Samaria, the neighboring but un- 
friendly province to the north, and to 
enter the temple where golden calves 
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were set up to worship, there to de- 
nounce the idolatry being practiced. One 
of the heathen priests, Amaziah, sent a 
messenger to King Jeroboam, reporting 
on Amos, saying that he was conspiring 
against the king “in the midst of the 
house of Israel.” Then Amaziah con- 
fronted Amos and warned him to get 
back to his own country and prophesy 
to his own people. But Amos stood his 
ground and continued to pronounce the 
judgments against Israel which had been 
shown him by the Lord. 

Amos might be compared to Martin 
Luther, who at the risk of his life de- ° 
nounced the hierarchy of the Roman 
Catholic Church, or to John Knox, who 
also denounced the Roman Catholics and 
defied the wicked Mary Queen of Scots, 
whom he called the “Jezebel” of her day. 

Some of the phrases which originated 
with and were uttered by Amos crop out 
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in our language today. “Prepare to meet 
thy God!” You may have seen that 
warning displayed in bold signs on the 
highway. Amos said it (4:12). “As a 
firebrand plucked out of the burning” 
(v.11). That was Amos probably re- 
minding Israel] of how they escaped the 
holocaust of Sodom. “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion” (6:1), warning Is- 
rael of the fate that awaited a rebellious 
(against God) nation. When a lonely 
herdsman can utter words and sentiments 
which will be echoed in the ordinary 
conversation of individuals nearly three 
thousand years afterward, surely he has 
made an impression of his personality 
that cannot fade. 

Fellows, God has need of men like 
Amos in every age. He needs young 
men of faith and courage today, perhaps 
as never before in the history of the 
world, to stand up and speak for Him. 

This is your big “O”—which stands for 
Opportunity. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E STOPPED our Bible story last 

week after King Jehoram, at the 
command of the Prophet Elisha, fed the 
Syrian soldiers instead of killing them. 
This was not the usual way ‘of treating 
enemies, but King Jehoram may have 
thought it would make peace between 
Israel and Syria. But it did not. The 
Syrians Zave up making surprise at- 
tacks on Israel with different bands of 
soldiers. Instead, the king of Syria led 
his whole army to besiege Samaria, 
Israel’s capital. This produced a ter- 
rible famine in the city, and King Je- 
horam decided to put Elisha to death, 
feeling that the prophet was partly to 
blame for the Syrian attack. He had 
wanted to kill those soldiers, but Elisha 
told him to feed them and let them go 
home in peace. God did not let Elisha 
be killed. Instead, He caused the Syrians 
to leave their camp in sudden terror 
and rush back to their own country. 

A few years later King Jehoram got 
the king of Judah to go with him to fight 
the Syrians. Jehoram was wounded in 
battle, and before he recovered, Jehu, 
one of his army captains, became king, 
killing him and his sons and his wicked 
mother Jezebel. This was God’s judg- 
ment on the house of Ahab. Next, Jehu 
destroyed all the worshipers of Baal in 
Israel. 

Read 2 Kings 10:30. What did God 
promise Jehu here? (That his children 
of the fourth generation should sit on 
the throne of Israel.) Surely Jehu 
would obey the Lord after that. But 
he did not. Read verse 31. “He toek 
no heed to walk in the law of the Lord 
. . . he departed not from the sins ef 
Jeroboam.” However, God kept His 
promise to Jehu. Elisha died during 
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the reign of Joash, Jehu’s grandson, In 
the time of today’s lesson, Jehu’s great 
grandson, Jeroboam II, was king of Is- 
rael. Both Jehu’s son and grandson had 
done evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
now his great grandson Jeroboam is 
doing evil also! 

Elisha had prophesied during the reign 
of four kings, but now he was dead, and 
it looks as if the Lord had no prophet 
in all Israel to take his place. At any 
rate, God called a humble herdsman by 
the name of Amos, from the land of 
Judah, a man whom we today would 
call a farmer. He took care of animals 
and gathered fruit for a living. God 
told him to leave his home and his coun- 
try to go north to deliver His message 
to the kingdom of Israel. Amos knew 
the Israelites would not welcome him, 
for the message was of judgment coming 
upon them and their king because of 
their sins. No doubt Amos would rather 
have stayed in Judah and continued his 
manual labor, but God called him, so 
he went. 

Jeroboam II reigned forty-one years. 
During his reign Israel was prosperous 
and recovered some of the land taken by 
Syria during his father’s reign. The 
people enjoyed many luxuries, but God 
was greatly displeased with them. Read 
Amos 2:6 to find out one of their sins. 
(“They sold the righteous for silver, and 
the poor for a pair of shoes.”) This 
means that their law courts were unjust. 
The judges made decisions against the 
righteous and the poor, if they were 
bribed to do so. 

Read Amos 4:1. What two sins are 
mentioned here? (They oppressed the 
poor, and crushed the needy.) Yes, not 
only were the courts unjust, the rich 
people got the best of the poor every 
time they possibly could. This was ab- 
solutely contrary to the will of God. 
He always made provision for the poor. 
Remember how the Israelites were told 
to leave produce for the gleaners. 

Three times over in chapter 5, Amos 
told the people to seek the Lord and 
live. But they would not. Read Amos 
5:27, where Amos predicted the captiv- 
ity as punishment for their national sins. 

Now read Amos 7:9. After the prophet 
mentioned the house of Jeroboam by 
name, one of the king’s false priests 
thought he could get Amos into trouble. 
Read verses 10, 11. 


said that Amos had conspired against 
him, and that he had prophesied that 
he would die by the sword. Both these 
charges were false. Amos had not con- 
spired against the king. He was only 
delivering the message God had sent 
him to deliver. Neither did he say that 
Jeroboam would die by the sword, Look 
back at Amos 7:8, 9 to see exactly what 
Amos did say. .(He said that the Lord 
had said, “I will risé against the house 
of Jeroboam with the sword.”) Right. 
Jeroboam II was only the third genera- 


Amaziah, the wicked > 
: priest, sent a message to Jeroboam. He 
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tion from Jehu, and God had promised 
a fourth, so it was Jeroboam’s son who 
was to be killed with the sword, and 
in his day Jehu’s dynasty was cut off. 

Read Amos 7:12, 13. At the same 
time that this false priest, aziah, sent 
that message to the king’ he warned 
Amos to get out of the country. He 
intimated that the prophet was out for 
money, telling him to go back to Judah 
to make his living. Amos explained that 
he did not earn his bread by prophesy- 
ing. Read what he said in verses 14, 15. 
God had sent him to prophesy to Israel. 
That is why he came, and that is why he 
stayed. Both Amaziah’s attempts to get 
rid of Amos were failures. All he got 
for his efforts was punishment from God 
for trying to silence His servant. 

Read Amos 8:4-6. Do you see how 
displeased God is with injustice and 
unkindness? Over and over, in Amos, 
the rich are charged with injustice and 
unkindness to the poor and needy, and 
punishment for these sins is promised 
them. Verse 5 shows their greed for 
money. They could hardly wait for the 
Sabbath to be past, so that they could 
go on making money, and they did not 
even make it honestly! They had false 
weights and false measures in their de- 
Sire to “get rich quick.” And they even 
sold food that was ,not fit to eat, just 
to make more money! 

Read verse 7 and the first half of verse 
8. Those who were doing the cheating 
and oppressing the poor did not realize 
that God saw them and was keeping a 
record of all their sins. No wonder we 
read, “Shall not the land tremble for 
this, and every one mourn that dwelleth 
therein?” Those who had any realiza- 
tion of the holiness of God must have 
mourned and trembled. It is a fearful 
thing for sinful men to stand before a 
holy God, for He will surely punish 
every sin, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
When a Robber Chieftain Heard of 

Christ.—Seek good, and not evil, that 
ye may live: and so the Lord, the God 
of hosts, shall be with you (Amos 5:14, 
Golden Text). Kazainak was a robber 
chieftain, a man of violence, in faraway 
Greenland. Curiosity brought him into 
contact with the missionary. One day 
the missionary read to him the story ef 
Christ’s sufferings, when the chief im- 
mediately asked: “What has this man 
done? Has he robbed anybody? Has 
he murdered anybody?” “No,” was the 
reply. “He has robbed no one, murdered 
ho one; he has done nothing wreng.” 
“Then why does he suffer? Why does 
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he die?” “Listen,” said the missionary. 
“This man has done no wrong, but 
Kazainak has done wrong. This man 
has not robbed anyone, but Ka- 
zainak has robbed many. This man has 
murdered no one, but Kazainak has mur- 
dered his brother. This man suffered 
that Kazainak might not suffer, died 
that Kazainak might not die.” “Tell me 
that again,” said the astonished chief- 
tain. And the hardhearted sinner be- 
came the humble follower of the Lord 
Jesus, doing good instead of evil—From 
Our Hope. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Not Enough To Love Good.—Amos 
hath conspired against thee in the midst 
of the house of Israel: the land is not 
able to bear all his words (Amos 7:10). 
United States Attorney General Herbert 
Brownell says: “It is not enough for 
men in high government positions to be 
loyal. They must also be vigilant to 
combat the dangers to our government.” 
With this, clear thinkers will agree. It 
was observed years ago by Dr. Arnold 
of Rugby that he could “never be sure 
of a boy who only loved good. Until 
the boy also began to hate evil, Dr. 
Arnold did not feel that he was safe.” 
—From the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


The Sin of Compromise.—Jeroboam 
shell die (Amos 7:11). Of at least fif- 
teen kings of Israel it is said they fol- 
lowed the “sins of Jeroboam.” What 
was this great sin that influenced so 
many? It was the sin of compromise! 
Jeroboam had said, “It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem” to worship, 
as God had commanded, so he set up 
places of worship and appointed his own 
priests, contrary to God’s command. 
Mark you, his sin was not that of de- 
bauchery, like Belshazzar. He did not 
persecute and kill the prophets, as did 
Ahab. He did not fall into adultery like 
David. But he was great on substitution. 
He did not oppose the.true way of God, 
but imitated it. He “devised of his own 
heart” a scheme that satisfied in a meas- 
ure the religious desires of those who 
wanted an eased conscience without old- 
time righteousness. But his sin did not 
stop with his death or with the captiv- 
ity of Israel—it has continued down to 
our day. Some ease of conscience and 
a measure of respectability may come 
with compromise, but “the end thereof 
are the ways of death.”—Sent by the 
Rev. Weston F. Cox, Vilas, Colo. 


When God Takes a Life——The Lord 
took me (Amos 7:15). A handful of 
sand is deposited by the Lord in the 
heart of the earth. Great heat is ap- 
plied from beneath, and ponderous 
weight from above, until, when found 
by man, it has become a beautiful, fiery 
opal. God does the same thing with 
clay, and man finds a lovely amethyst. 
He does the same thing with black car- 
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bon, and man finds a glorious diamond. 
How? I don’t know. I only know that 
He can take a life, drab, useless, fruit- 
less, and transform it into a beautiful 
garden of the sweetest graces for His 
glory.—From Dr. Walter L. Wilson. Sent 
by the Rev. C. N. Hillyer, New Malden, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Not I, but Christ—Now therefore hear 
thou the word of the Lord (Amos 7:16). 
I remember asa boy hearing the story 
of two men who were candidates for 
the pulpit of a church. One Sunday, 
the first of the two preached, and at the 
close of the service the people went 
away saying, “Wasn’t that a brilliant 
man!” The following week the other 
man preached, and, after his sermon, the 
congregation went away saying, “Don’t 
we have a wonderful Lord!” It was the 
second man who showed the results of 
living a Christ-centered life—From the 
Rev. T. Stanley Soltau. Sent by Mrs. 
Elvira Chase, Wymore, Nebr. 


False Measures Cost.—. . . making the 
ephah small, and the shekel great, and 
falsifying the balances by deceit (Amos 
8:5). The Children of Israel were not 
as responsive as the old Scottish woman 
who said to her pastor, “That was a 
grand sermon you preached last Sabbath 
at the kirk.” Seeking to test her sin- 
cerity he asked, “And what was the 
text?” “Ah, meenister,” she replied, “I 
dinna ken the text or the words. But I 
came home and took the false bottom 
out o’ my peck measure.” Amos told 
them the price of false bottoms, and 
it is one price that hasn’t changed.— 
From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 
Prize illustration, 


From Slave to Bishop.—That we may 
buy the poor (Amos 8:6). Many years 
ago a company of slaves were sold by 
auction in a Nigerian market place, and 
a poor little boy was placed on thg auc- 
tion block. He had such a miserable 
appearance that the slave buyers 
laughed at the suggestion to bid for him, 
and he was bought for a roll of tobacco. 
He walked to the coast with a gang of 
slaves and was put in the hold of a 
ship bound for America. But the ship 
was captured by the British, who took 
the slaves to Freetown in Sierra Leone, 
and set them at liberty. The little boy 
was put in charge of the missionaries. 
Many years later in St, Paul’s Cathedral, 
London, in the presence of church dig- 
nitaries and statesmen and nobles there 
was consecrated the first bishop of Ni- 
geria. It was the little boy who was sold 
for a roll of tobacco, Bishop Samuel 
Crowther, who did a wonderful work 
for God in Nigeria, where his name is 
still revered as a true hero of the Lord 
Jesus Christ—From J. S. Hall, in the 
Sudan Witness. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can.; and W. P. Shelley, Sun- 


bury Pa, 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 

A Shepherd Becomes a Preacher 

(Amos 7:10-16a) 
OW many kings have we in the list 
on our chart? Which one was the 
first king of Israel? Which one made 
two golden calves to worship? Which 
one worshiped Baal? Who wanted a 
field of grapes so bad that an honest 
man was killed to get it? Today we 
add another king, Jeroboam II. (Put 
Jeroboam II on the chart in the kings’ 
column opposite where Amos will go 
in the prophets’ column.) Jeroboam was 
king a long while, but it is the same 

old story! (Read 2 Kings 14:24.) 

Jeroboam was not present at the big 
celebration before the golden calf in 
Bethel one year, and he missed some- 
thing! As usual, crowds of people were 
there, bringing their offerings and gifts 
of animals. As usual, sacrifices were 
being burned on the altar by the priest, 
fragrant incense was rising, harps were 
playing. But suddenly a strong voice 
rose above all other sounds. “This is 
what the Lord says: ‘T hate, I despise 
your feasts! I do not enjoy your holy 
meetings! Even though you offer Me 
your. burnt offerings and offerings of 
grain, I will not take them! I will not 
look at your thank-offerings of fat ani- 
mals! Take away from Me the noise of 
your songs! I will not listen to the 
music of your harps! But be fair! Let 
there be an abundance of righteousness 
and fair decisions. Let them be like a 
great river. 

What excitement! “Who is he?. Where 
did he come from? How does he dare 
speak against our religion?” Later they 
found out that he was Amos, and came 
from Judah. Several times that. voice 
was heard telling them their sins, warn- 
ing of punishment. 

One time the voice was softer. “This 
is what the Lord showed me: He was 
making locusts hatch just when the sec- 
ond crop of grass was coming up. . It 
was the late crop after it had been cut 
for the king. When they had finished 
eating the grass of the land, I said, ‘O 
Lord God, forgive, I pray You! How can 
Israel stand it? It is so weak! The 
Lord changed His-mind, ‘It will not 
happen,’ said the Lord.” (Continue with 
the account of the fire.) 

“This is what He showed me: The 
Lord was standing on a wall which had 
been built straight. He had in His hand 
a line to see if it was still straight. 
{Show a plumb line, or a string with any 
little weight at the end.] The Lord said 
to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ I said, 
‘A line to see if things are straight.’ 
Then the Lord said: ‘Look! I am using 
this line among My people Israel. I 
will not skip over their sin any more. 
The high places for idol worship will 
be made bare. The holy places of Is- 
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rael will be thrown down. I will come 
against Jeroboam’s family with a 
sword.’” 

Talking about killing the king! At 
once Priest Amaziah sent a message to 
King Jeroboam: “Amos has made a plot 
against you right here in Israel. He 
says: ‘Jeroboam will be killed with a 
sword. And Israel really will be taken 
away from its own country.’” Surely 
the king would quickly do something! 

But Amaziah did not wait for the 
king’s answer. He went to Amos him- 
self. “Prophet, get out of here! Run 
back to the land of Judah. Eat there, 
and speak there. Don’t you speak again 
in Bethel! It is the king’s holy place, and 
the temple of the country.” 

Listen! Now we find out who Amos 
really is. “I am not a prophet, or one 
from the prophets’ schools. I am a shep- 
herd, and I take care of wild fig trees. 
The Lord took me from behind the 
sheep. The Lord said, ‘Go speak against 
My people Israel.’” 

If only Israel would listen! “Seek 
good, and not evil” (Amos 5:14, Memory 
Verse). If Amos came to our church 
and Sunday school, and God let him 
see our sins, what would he say to us? 


Orono, MAINE. 





For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ERALD lives on a farm and, like 

all farm boys, he has many chores. 
He must feed the chickens, gather the 
eggs, run the tractor, load the hay, and 
do many, many other things. And these 
things he enjoys doing (most of the 
time, that is). But if there is anything 
that he would rather do, it is to tell 
others about the Lord Jesus Christ who 
died for them. At school he tells his 
playmates again and again about the 
awfulness of hell. He warns them that 
they must believe in the Lord Jesus as 
the Son of God, ask forgiveness for their 
sins, and receive Christ Jesus as their 
Saviour. 

You would suppose that when the 
other children learn that their sin must 
be punished by a righteous God, they 
would immediately receive God’s love 
gift, the precious Lord Jesus. But do 
they? Yes and no. Once in a while 
one of Gerald’s classmates comes to God 
in God’s way. But many, many times 
the other children laugh at Gerald. 

“That’s for old people,” they say. “You 
stick to your lessons. The preachers 
can do the preaching.” And when the 
children say things like that, Gerald is 
very sad indeed. But he continues wit- 
nessing, as God has told him to do. 

Long, long, long ago in a land far 
away, God told a man whose name was 
Amos to preach. Now Amos was really 
a shepherd. He spent days and nights 
on the hillsides with his sheep. But 
Amos loved God. And God revealed to 
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Amos some things that were going to 
happen in the future. Because God’s 
people of Israel had sinned, God had to 
punish their sin. But before punishing 
them, God wanted to warn them that 
they would be punished. 

So it was that God revealed to Amos 
the punishment that He would send, and 
Amos in turn warned the people. Be- 
cause Amos told the people of future 
things, he was a prophet. And God 
needed prophets in the olden days be- 
cause the Bible was not yet then writ- 
ten. Today we have God’s Holy Word 
to lead us and to warn us. 

God loved the people of Israel. _He 
had tenderly cared for them and guided 
them through all the years. But the 
people of Israel did not love God as they 
should have. As a matter of fact, de- 
spite the command of God, His people 
were worshiping idols, the false gods of 
the nations around them. God would 
not, could not, stand for idolatry (Exod. 
20:1-5). This was sin, and sin must be 
punished. 

Amos, after God had told him what to 
say, warned the people that God would 
punish them for their sin. He would 
send locusts to eat up their early spring 
crops (Amos 7:1). Later He would send 
them out of their own land to become 
slaves of another nation (v, 11). Amos 
loved his country. Amos loved the peo- 
ple. To give messages of judgment like 
these made him very sad. Indeed,’ he 
prayed for the people that God would 
be merciful to them (vs. 2 and 5). 

Now as soon as the people learned of 
God’s displeasure with their sin and of 
His warnings that their sin would be 
punished, you would think that they 
would immediately turn from their sin 
back to God. But did they? Oh, no! 
The priest in charge of the worship of 
God in those days went to the king 
(Jeroboam) and falsely accused Amos. 
The priest was not pleased to learn of 
the coming punishment upon the people 
of God. He did not like to hear that 
their sin must be punished. But that 
made no difference to Amos. He was 
not warning people in order to please 
them. He was obeying God! And to 
him that was the thing that mattered 
most. 

Then the priest went to Amos. “Go 
away from our land,” he commanded. 
“Go to the land of Judah. You can get 
plenty to eat down there. And you can 
prophesy down there. But don’t proph- 
esy here any more” (vs, 12, 13). That 
poor, foolish priest! He thought that the 
only reason Amos was preaching and 
warning the people was so that he could 
earn money with which to buy food. 
So it was that the priest suggested that 
Amos should earn his living elsewhere. 

“I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son,” Amos replied, “but I was 
an herdman” (v. 14). “And the Lord 


said unto me, Go, prophesy’ unto my 
people Israel” (v. 15). 


He had earned 
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his living by being a shepherd. But 
when God called him to deliver His 
message, he had willingly obeyed. He 
would preach what God told him to 
preach, whether people liked it or not. 
He himself (and Gerald, too) may be 
disliked. But Amos (and Gerald—and 
you, I trust) would obey God, no matter 
what the cost. 
LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 439) 

1. Tekoa, in Judah, south of Bethle- 
hem. 

2. The woman who acted as Joab’s 
mouthpiece to plead for Absalom’s re- 
turn (2 Sam. 14:2). 

3. A herdsman and a dresser of syco- 
more trees. 

4. He was called of God (Amos 7:15). 

5. Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam II 
of Israel (1:1). 

6. It was militarily strong and econom- 
ically prosperous, but spiritually apos- 
tate and morally corrupt. 

7. He was chief priest in the religious 
capital of the nation, Bethel. 

8. Of plotting against the king (7:10). 

9. His wife became a harlot, his daugh- 
ters were slain, his inheritance. was di- 
vided among foreigners, and he died in 
captivity in a foreign land (7:17). 


10. Assyria, 


ELMuurst, ILL. 
we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1954 


HE Sunpay Scuoor Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1954 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school. 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
Tue SunpAy ScHooL TrMeEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The [Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 





























Lesson for June 6 


help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cemts a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1954 lesson list. 


ye 
Saved From Suicide 


(Continued from second page) 


I intend to spend the rest of my life 
serving Christ since He has done so 
much for me. 

I am living entirely dependent upon 
the LORD for sustenance as He has 
led me to take Him at His Word in 
Matthew 6:24 to 30. I am learning 
what Paul meant when he said in 
Philippians, “I have learned in what- 
soever state I am therewith to be con- 
tent.”"—Alvin B. Svehla. 


Mrs. Esther English, a Christian 
woman, has made a limited number of 
copies of “The Life That Wins” in 
Braille. They may be ordered from her 
in care of The Sunday School Times, at 
10 cents each (less than cost; stamps not 
desired). The twenty-page booklet in 
ordinary print may be had at 5 cents 
each, or 35 cents a dozen from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


% 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 6 


2. Little-Known Friends of Jesus 
(John 11:1-11; Luke 7:36-43; 8:1-3) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N considering the first topic in this 

present series of three, under the 
over-all topic, “We Remember,” we in- 
cluded last week a number of the “noble 
army” of saints and martyrs of the early 
church, and also some of the great mis- 
sionary pioneers. This week our thoughts 
are directed to certain friends of the 
Lord Jesus about whom little is recorded. 


ve 

Of the three individuals mentioned in 
the first Scripture portion assigned for 
this week’s topic, Mary and Martha are 
perhaps more familiar to us than their 
brother Lazarus. Not a single word that 
Lazarus ever spoke is recorded. We 
do not know how old a man he was or in 
what business he was engaged. But we 
do know that Lazarus had two very un- 
usual experiences. The first was that he 
was one of that little group of persons 
who, during our Lord’s earthly ministry, 
enjoyed our Lord’s special and peculiar 
love, 

Now, we know that the Lord Jesus 
loved all men, but there were a few, 
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such as Lazarus and John the Apostle, 
who knew what it was to be loved by 
the Lord Jesus in a special way. In 
John 11:5, we read that the Lord loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, and 
that when Lazarus’ sisters sent a mes- 
senger to the Lord about their brother 
the word was, “Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick” (v. 3). 


Later, when the Lord was talking with 
Mary about her brother’s death, we read 
that He wept (v. 35). It may have been 
that He wept with sympathy for Mary’s 
grief, and yet He knew that her grief 
was, in a few moments, to be turned 
into joy when He would raise Lazarus 
from the dead and restore him to his 
sisters. Alexander Whyte ‘suggests that 
perhaps it was for Lazarus that the Lord 
wept, knowing that, while his friends 
and family would rejoice in his resur- 
rection, Lazarus would have to return 
to this earthly scene, with all of its 
limitations and sorrows, and leave the 
Paradise rest into which he had but 
lately entered. 


we 

And have you ever thought of the 
character of Lazarus that is revealed by 
his silence concerning his experience on 
the other side of the grave? Just think 
what some individuals would have done 
with such an experience today. We can 
almost see the screaming headlines in 
the newspapers, “Resurrected Man Tells 
All.” And, of course, he would have to 
write a book, “My Four Days on the 
Other Side of the Grave,” or some such 
title. And there would have to be pub- 
lic appearances and lectures all over 
the land. But we see nothing of this 
sort in Lazarus. This one whom Jesus 
loved was content to return to the quiet 
of his home and to the obscurity he en- 
joyed before his fatal illness. 


Nevertheless, Lazarus and his two sis- 
ters will never be forgotten among be- 
lievers for the quiet and unassuming 
way in which they opened their home 
and made welcome the One who had 
not “where to lay his head,” and for the 
heartfelt devotion and love with which 
they regarded this One who “was de- 
spised and rejected” by so many men of 
substance and importance and power. 
Is the Lord Jesus a welcomed and hon- 
ored Guest in your home? 


5 4 

Our second Scripture portion for this 
topic brings us the record from Luke 
7 of a sinful woman, who repented of 
her sin and who found forgiveness from 
the Lord Jesus when He was attending 
a dinner in the house of Simon, the 
Pharisee. Her name is not given. Some 
have supposed that this was Mary Mag- 
dalene who is mentioned a little later 
in Luke 8 and out of whom the Lord 
Jesus cast seven devils. However, while 
such a possibility is admissible, it can- 
not be proved from the Scriptures. All 
they tell us is that this woman was a 
“sinner” (v. 37), and the word used 
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here implies an immoral woman. 
This thought is borne out in verse 
39 by Simon’s comment that, if the 
Lord were a prophet, He would have 
known what sort of woman this was, and 
would not have permitted Mer to touch 
Him. 

That she had heard the Lord’s blessed 
invitation, “Come unto me” and had re- 
pented of her evil ways, is clear from 
her weeping and from our Lord’s words 
regarding her addressed to Simon (vs. 
40-48). Her humble love and gratitude 
are seen in the outpouring of the costly 
ointment on the One who had forgiven 
her so much, and in her willingness to 
brave custom and public opinion and 
shame by appearing with uncovered 
head at a dinner in a Pharisee’s house. 


Shall we not rejoice and take courage 
from our Lord’s tender consideration for 
this repentant sinner? We may not have 
been guilty of her particular sin, but our 
transgressions were just as scarlet and 
grievous in their own particular way, 
and needed just as much the Lord’s for- 
giveness and cleansing as did the sins of 
this woman. 

se 


The other Scripture portion chosen for 
this week’s topic is from Luke 8 and 
brings us the names of three women who 
ministered to the Lord’s needs out of 
their own possessions. Mary Magdalene, 
as noted above, was probably a differ- 
ent person from the immoral woman 
mentioned in Luke 7, but she had been 
demon-possessed and the Lord had de- 
livered her. She is mentioned many 
times later, for she became one of the 
Lord’s most devoted disciples, follow- 
ing Him with a little company of those 
who sought to do what they could to 
care for His material needs. She was 
one of the women at the cross (Matt. 
27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25), and was 
present at the Lord’s burial (Matt. 27: 
61). With some of the other women, she 
went to the sepulcher to anoint the body 
of the Lord Jesus early on the third day, 
and, finding the stone rolled away, re- 
turned quickly to the city to tell Peter 
and John that the Lord’s body had been 
taken away. It was after this that she 
returned to the tomb and was the first 
to meet the resurrected Lord, whom she 
mistook at first for the gardener. 


Of the other two women mentioned in 
this portion in Luke 8, Joanna who was 
the wife of Herod’s steward, and Su- 
sanna, we have no further word. But it 
is a tribute to them that their names 
are preserved among those who believed 
and followed the Lord Jesus just as truly 
as did some of the others about whom 
we have considerably more information. 


RHILADELPHIA, 
b-4 


Our Lord wants to reveal to us the 
deeper things of God. The trouble is we 
are content with near horizons.—G. 
Campbell Morgan, D.D. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered, through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and“with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 











Church Aflame. By Paul B. Smith. 
(Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London; 
may be had from Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Il, $1.) This volume was first 
issued in paper in 1949. The author is 
associate pastor of the People’s Baptist 
Church, Toronto, Can., and the son of 
its well-known pastor, Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith. He writes of the need for re- 
vival, how to have it, and what will 
happen when it comes. First, the seven 
letters to the churches in the Book of 
Revelation are used, in brief, to show 
the conditions that prevail when a 
church is in a backslidden state. The 
analysis is a discerning one, and pJainly 
points up the need of many congrega- 
tions. The answer to the question, “How 
to have a revival?” is then dealt with 
and clearly shown to be a personal mat- 
ter-on the part of each individual Chris- 
tian. The great text, 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
is used as the basis for the fresh treat- 
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ment of this theme. The results of re- 
vival are discussed next, and they are 
seen to be foundational to the all-im- 
portant task of winning the unsaved, 
which is the climaxing result of revival 
wherever it is found. Mr. Smith speaks 
fearlessly of the superficiality of many 
modern evangelistic programs and of the 
shallowness of the lives of many Chris- 
tians. The fervent challenge to stop 
playing with Christianity, and to start 
living it, comes on every page of this 
little volume. These stirring messages, 
properly responded to, will set Chris- 
tians and their churches all aglow. 


Out of the Clouds. By Dr, L. W. G. 
Duff-Forbes (Zevi ben Avraham). (May 
be obtained from Jewish Evangelical 
Witness, P. O. Box 64, Whittier, Calif.; 
paper cover, free to Jewish people, 50 
cents to others.) This brochure of sixty- 
four pages records a series of conversa- 
tions between the author and a compan- 
ion on a long airplane trip from New 
York to Lydda, Palestine. The author 
shows very clearly from Old Testament 
Scriptures that Israel’s Messiah is both 
God and man, and also Redeemer and 
Saviour for Israel and for the nations, 
and that there is yet to be a dawn for 
Israel’s blessing and glory in Messiah’s 
rule. This is a very instructive booklet 
for both Jews and Christians to study 
and especially for those who wish to 
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You'll enjoy reading about the Alaskan 
..Cruise and our Christian Fellowship party 

in July, 1954. A post card or letter to Dr. 

te E. Howard, Jr., Editor, The Sun- 
day School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, Pa., will bring the free booklet 
pronto. Then, if you desire to join the 


In addition to the incomparable Alaskan 
Cruise, of our Christian Fellowship party, 
the Northern Pacific Railway has a special 
suggestion for families —a trip to Yellow- 
stone and Teton National Parks. There’s 

‘a folder to tell all about it: “Family 
Travel.” Rates for families, from two 
people to any number, are in effect from 
all over the Eastern and Central States. 








“Mr. and Mrs.” can go from Chicago to 
Yellowstone and Teton Parks for as low 
as $224.93 average cost per person, includ- 
ing tours within these great parks» Or, if 
you have a family of six, average cost gets 





A Suggestion for Grownups and Children 





1954 Vacation 


party, send the coupon from the folder. 
But, regardless of your immediate interest, 
be it strong or faint, write for “Alaska,” 
and look over the book. Possibly some 
year you will want to go, and in the mean- 
while the details and pictures of the trip 
are desirable to contemplate. 


down to $137.36 per person. The chil- 


dren go at great reductions! 


Your family adventure this summer can 
be a safe, delightful journey by train to see 
the wonders of Yellowstorie and the in- 
spiring peaks of the Grand Tetons — and 
at a cost comparing favorably with a trip 
by family car. 

You are invited to send for our free 
leaflet “Family Travel.” Please tell us the 
ages of your children, and we'll quote a 
special price for you. Address: Northern 
Pacific Railway Co., Room 927, 123 S. 
Broad St., Philadelphia 9, Pa. 
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have an effective Christian witness to 
Jewish people. 


The Family Fun Book. By Helen-and 
Larry Eisenberg. (Association Press, 
New York 7; $2.95.) “The family that 
plays together stays together,” is a twist 
of a time-worn truism, but nevertheless 
is well worth remembering. To help in 
this the co-authors of this book urge 
the family to sit down and decide on 
a day or evening for each week’s get- 
together, then to list what each member 
would like to do at that time. The plan- 
ning is made easy by all sorts of activ- 
ities here grouped under headings, the 
first of which is “Kid Fun.” This in- 
cludes rainy-day and sickroom games, 
also those for tiny tots. The second 
group, “Living Room Fun,” provides 
whole pages of indoor games, while the 
chapter on “Kitchen and Table Fun” 
lifts eating and dishwashing out of the 
ordinary. “The Family Playroom” chap- 
ter deals with equipment, and the “How- 
Goes-It” chapter of arts and crafts, one 
example being complete directions for 
making paraffin candles. “Fun in the 
Yard” and “Family Fun Away from 
Home” lead the players into the great 
outdoors, and help them to decide what 
to do when they get there. Last of all, 
“Family Friends” and “Families in 
Groups” come up with 127 ideas for en- 
tertaining, as well as a committee check 
list for large affairs. 

Since the volume is put out by the 
Y.M.C.A., the need for family worship 
is given place, also the various ways 
grace may be said at meals. And though 
the authors mention movies and folk 
dancing as having part in the lives of 
most families, the emphasis is all on 
wholesome fun, and games that utilize 
common household objects. 


The Irish and Catholic Power. By Paul 
Blanshard. (The Beacon Press, Boston 
8; $3.50). “Have patience with Ireland,” 
said John Wesley. “She will repay you.” 
For the Christian, this brilliant book 
is a call to prayer.’ Would that the 
author, who was trained for the ministry 
in the Biblical Seminary, New York, had 
closed on that note. The Irish need de- 
liverance, deliverance from a God-dis- 
honoring Mariolatry, from the fears of 
a mythical purgatory. They need guid- 
ance into the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God. 

They have sinned and been sinned 
against. It is a sorry story, told with 
accuracy and power, which should be 
read along with Froude’s “The English 
in Ireland.” God save Ireland! Who 
else can? May He raise up an Irish 
Moses to lead this people out of their 
dark Egypts. 

We should give credit for a great bet- 
terment as it is, thanks to the kindly 
American atmosphere. One recalls the 
old days of Boston when the Irish were 
newcomers, the poor old women begging 
at doors for “cold vittles,” the dreadful 
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rumholes with Irish names over the 
doors, Dr. Edward Everett Hale had a 
map of Ireland in his front hall, and used 
to put in fresh pins in the places where 
the latest caller for alms came from. 
Now, pace to Mr. Blanshard, they are 
showing their patriotism in public life, 
as so often in the armed services, in 
personalities like Senators McCarthy and 
McCarran, that brilliant pamphleteer 
John T. Flynn, and the no less brilliant 
William F. Buckley, Jr., author of “God 
and Man at Yale” (Henry Regnery Co., 
Chicago 4; $3.50). 

One may suppose that the fundamental 
difficulty is that Roman Catholicism does 
not encourage undeviating honesty. Like 
priest, like people. Mr. Blanshard gives 
examples of clerical sharp dealing: 

“St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
stands on land given to it by the city in 
1952 by a lease which cost $83.33. Al- 
though the city had virtually given this 
land, almost the most valuable in Amer- 
ica, it had to pay the church $24,000 for 
permission to extend’ Madison Avenue 
through the property. It also paid all 
taxes on the increased value of the prop- 


erty arising from the extension” (p. 283). 

“Since 1945, the Archbishop of Boston 
has bought eleven public schools, some 
of them at bargain prices, and trans- 
formed most of them into Catholic pa- 
rochial schools. The price in most cases, 
probably in all, is less than the value 
of the land.” 

This is done in collusion with Irish 
politicians, I suppose. They explain 
Tammany. , 

This is a formidable and necessary 
book. Paul Blanshard is, in a good 
sense, “an apostle of discord,” as all 
truth-lovers and truth-sayers are bound 
to be. Our Lord came to bring, not 
peace, but a sword. Paul turned the 
world upside down. Luther split Europe 
into two religious halves. So Garrison, 
Phillips, and, in our day, Carl McIntire, 
in spite of the snarling Christian Cen- 
tury. 

The publishers of “The Irish and Cath- 
olic Power” are the Beacon Press (Uni- 
tarian) of Boston, and Unitarians have 
long been apostles of false accord with 
Rome. Unitarians contributed to the 
construction of Holy Cross Cathedral in 
early Boston days. It was a gesture of 
breadth. Harvard College has a lecture- 
ship, founded by old Governor Thomas 
Dudley of Colonial days, the purpose of 
which was to expose the dangers from 
Romanism. President Eliot, with a char- 
acteristic Unitarian disregard of trusts, 
appointed a Roman Catholic clergyman 
to lecture under it. The danger from 
Romanism he thought a thing of the 
past. All men are children of God and 
therefore all are brethren. 

This uncritical optimism finds expres- 
sion in brotherhood demonstration in 
February and covers up deep chasms of 
difference, fundamental chords that can- 
not be resolved. Mr. Blanshard makes 
this abundantly clear. ' 

This reviewer nominates him for the 
next Governér Dudley lecture. 


Fundamentals in Christian Education. 
By Cornelius Jaarsma. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$5.) The author has compiled the writ- 
ings of seventeen educators in America 
and the Netherlands, who examine criti- 
cally the progress of Christian education 
within the framework of the Reformed 
faith. The book presents the covenant 
of grace as the basis of true education, 
and shows how the curriculum, disci- 
pline, and methods find their true func- 
tion on such a basis. After each of the 
forty articles, the editor has added a 
summary and helpful comments. 

The volume will be studied with real 
profit by the rapidly increasing group 
of Christians who are meeting the chal- 
lenge of secularism by starting and main- 
taining Christian schools. 


Addresses on Romans. By Louis T. 
Talbot. D.D., LL.D. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, IIL, $2.50.) These studies, first 
published in 1936, are a section-by-sec- 
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Reading This May Be God’s Call to You! 


Consecrated men and women missionaries, indus- 
trial workers, doctors, nurses, and teachers are 
urgently needed now/ Our Mission, founded in 
1926, is undenominational and evangelical. We 
also welcome your prayerful support. 
AMERICAN GOSPEL MISSION OF INDONESIA 
Rev. Sa.vapor M. De.cano, Secretary 
1859 Daly Street Los Angeles 31, Californie 


Spend your vacation at 


New England Keswick, Inc. 


A BIBLE CONFERENCE 
In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hille 


MONTEREY, MASS. 
JUNE 21,TO SEPTEMBER 6 


Pastors Conference—June 21 to June 25 

Camp for Girls—June 28 to July 12 ’ 
Camp for Boys—July 12 to July 26 

General Conference—July 26 to September 6 


Careful supervision and a well-planned schedule 
for the boys and girls. 
Splendid accommodations for adults also during 
boys and girls weeks. 


Prayerfully chosen speakers throughout the en- 
ten condensate ase of God attended with 
power and blessing. 


For particulars write 


R. J. Pop Courtney, Pres. Monterey, Mass. 


On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of 


























advertising. Thousands turn te these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 

these columns? 
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CHRISTIAN training for 
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8 basic courses. Practical, 
thorough training in the 
Bible and related subjects, 
Interdenominational . . . 
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Prayer and God’s Word Are First 
A three - year Bible theological course for pastors. 
evangelists, and missionaries. In its thirty-thir 
ar. Soul - winning in Metropolitan New Y. 
uition, board, and room free. 


American Seminary of the Bible 


Write for catalogue. Dept. SST1 
1101 East 35th Street Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 








i both for parents and young 
| people, designed both to meet the 
problem and lead them te Christ. 


SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 








“No single work is of greater help to the 
Bible student than this indispensable 
volume.”—The Sunday School Times. 
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BIBLE 
will mean 
HERE IS THE FINEST! 
John D. Davis 
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with a 
geod 
Bible 
Dictionary! 
THE BIBLE 
Fourth Revised Edition 
868 Pages — $5.95 

@ Explains every name, term, 

place found in the Bible. 
@ Clear and understandable 

language. 
@ Thoroughly true to the Bible. 


@ Widely recognized 20th century 
scholarship. 

















“Rush _____. copies of Davis Dictionary 
of the Bible. 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 











_AT YOUR FAVORITE BOOKSTORE, 
or Baker Book House ’ 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 








tion, often verse-by-verse, commentary 
in simple and forceful language. The 
vigor of the exposition lies in the 
author’s insistence on the central truths 
of the Gospel and in his ability to illus- 
trate them, frequently out of his own ex- 
perience. However, the all too brief 
analysis of chapters twelve to sixteen 
leaves the reader disappointed. The expo- 
sition of the first part had led him to 
look for similar help in these chapters 
as well. Nevertheless, in the sections 
where the doctrines are more fully 
treated, there is real blessing and edifica- 
tion. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 31 to June 6 


Mon.—2 Kings 14:23-29. 
Jeroboam of Israel. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “He did _ that 
which was evil in the sight of ‘the Lord: 
he departed not from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin.” Jeroboam the Second, like 
Jeroboam the First, was a wicked ruler. 
Yet, with all his sins, and the wicked- 
ness of them, God in mercy and pity 
helped the nation over many days of 
trouble, by giving Jeroboam Victory over 
bitter foes. God still, in His dealings 
with the nations, mingles mercy with 
His judgments. Pray for Christian Mis- 
sion to Churchless Communities, New 
York City. 


Tues.—Amos 5:4-15. A Cry for Justice. 


Prayer Succestions: “Love the good, 
and establish judgment in the gate.” As 
then, so now, the crying need in all 
human dealings, is for the spirit of jus- 
tice. God is a God of justice. “Justice 
and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne” (Psa, 89:14). In our times “jus- 
tice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen 
in the street, and equity cannot enter” 
(Isa. 59:14). Pray for a strict sense of 
justice for all the friends of Christ, 


Wed.—Habakkuk 2:1-3. 
The Day of the Lord. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “An appointed 
time.” God has ordained judgment. He 
will surely bring every evil work into 
judgment. “He hath appointed a day, 
in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:19). 
We all need to dwell much upon four 
facts: death, judgment, Heaven, and hell 
and the duration of both. We don’t hear 
much about these sobering, awakening 
matters. Pray for your minister’s min- 


istry. 





Thurs.—Amos 7:7-9., 
The Plumb Line of the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will set a 
plumbline in the midst of my people.” 
God tests souls for straightness and 
depth. He looks for spiritual and all 
other forms of rectitude, and for that 
which is below the surface. What is 
your spiritual perpendicularity in the 
sight of God? What does His divine 
measurement of your spiritual depth re- 
veal? If we go by the Book it will be 
safer than just by the look, Pray for the 
Cook Christian Training School (for In- 
dians), Phoenix, Ariz, 


Fri.—Amos 7:10-17. 
Prophet and Courtier Priest. 
PraYER Succestions: “Prophesy not 
again any more at Bethel: for it is the 
king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court.” 
Amos. was at the God-appointed place: 
but Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, im- 
agined that he was the dictator of re- 
ligion there, and warned Amos to 
desist preaching God’s word in his dio- 
cese. The bold reply of God’s prophet 
is needed in our times against those who 
would hinder the preaching of God’s 
message. Pray for the Cleveland He- 
brew Mission, Cleveland. 


Sat.—Amos 8:4-10. 
The Plight of the Needy. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Hear this, O ye 
that swallow up the needy, even to make 
the poor of the land to fail.” Greed of 
gain had taken possession of business- 
men in that far-off day of Amos: but it 
is worse today; and will be up in over- 
whelming proportions as the end of the 
age comes on. (See 2 Tim. 3:1-3.) Greed 
of money has taken possession of mul- 
titudes in our day. Oppression, inferior 
goods, money traps, and vicious false 
promises are much in evidence. For the 
outcome of these sins see 1 Timpthy 6: 
9-19 Pray for National Home Missions 
Fellowship, Chicago. 


Sun.—Micah 4:1-5. 

Learning God’s Will. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “He will teach 
us of his ways.” The prophet un- 
doubtedly had in view the mission of 
the Son of man. God had spoken “at 
sundry times and in diverse manners” 
to prophets down the centuries, but 
last of all He has “spoken unto us by 
his Son” (Heb, 1:1, 2). The law of 
His lips did go forth “out of Zion” 
(Isa. 2:3). The testimony of Jesus 
Christ is God’s final revelation to this 
world. “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away: but my words shall not pass 
away” (Mark 13:31)., The only one 
who can teach us the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, is 
Christ.. To obey His voice, saying, 
“Learn of me,” is our primary duty. 
Pray for.Northern Canada Evangel- 
ical Mission, Inc., Meadow Lake, Sask., 
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